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A man convicted more than twenty years ago, in the USA, for the violent murder of an Irish Priest is confident his name will be cleared within weeks and a north Derbyshire man and former Sheffield student (S. C. Lomax) has been helping to overturn the conviction.

James Harry Reyos, a Native American, was jailed for thirty-eight years in 1983 for savagely killing Father Patrick Ryan, a Catholic Priest born in Ireland, whose body was found in a motel room in Odessa, Texas, on 21 December 1981. He had been bludgeoned to death, with his hands being bound in what appeared to be a homosexual assault and murder. 

Reyos has recently written a letter to the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles, arguing that he should be granted a full pardon on the grounds of innocence. His legal team believe he has a “ninety eight percent chance” of being successful. Reyos believes within a month and a half that his name will be cleared.

He argues he could not have committed the murder because he was two hundred miles away at the time Father Ryan died, which was after 20:00 on 21 December but was thought to have occurred no later than midnight.

Father Ryan checked into the Sand and Sage Motel, under a false name, at around 20:00. At this same time Reyos was, according to a friend, sat drinking with him in a bar in the town of Roswell, two hundred miles away. Petrol receipts confirm he was in the Roswell area at this time. Although Reyos cannot prove his whereabouts from shortly after 20:00 until midnight, he was caught speeding at 00:15 on 22 December only fifteen miles outside Roswell. Reyos could not have travelled two hundred miles to kill Father Ryan, committed the crime and then drive approximately two hundred miles back all in four hours. It was estimated the crime itself would have taken half and hour to have been committed. The man in the next room to Father Ryan checked in at 21:00 and heard nothing all night, suggesting Father Ryan was already dead by this time. If so Reyos has a perfect alibi.

There was no physical evidence linking him to the scene of the crime. In fact, according to reports produced by the FBI and a Texas Crime Laboratory, there were a number of hairs and fingerprints around the body belonging to someone other than Reyos. He volunteered to undertake a lie detector test, and passed.

Reyos has recently been released from prison, and lives in an apartment block in Austin, Texas but he is still, in the eyes of the law, a brutal killer. He is looking forward to being exonerated so that his movements are not limited and so that he can live a life without being labelled a murderer.

From James Reyos: “I believe that I am reaching a point where justice will finally prevail, after nearly twenty three years. For anyone who has read about Scott C. Lomax ought to be truly happy that he has taken a great interest in the criminal justice system, writing on the flaws of it, exposing the injustices that happen, exposing the cases of miscarriages of justice. Thank you, Scott, for your interest and assistance in my own wrongful conviction case in the United States of America. Yes, wrongful convictions are worldwide -- something that I only thought happened in my country, the U.S. No system of justice is "perfect," however, when a mistake happens, immediate action should be taken to correct that mistake, instead of letting the mistake (wrongful conviction) go on and on and on. I truly respect Scott C. Lomax for having the grit to delve into cases of injustices, and to expose them.”

From S. C. Lomax: “The conviction of James Reyos is incredibly worrying because there was absolutely no evidence linking him to the murder of Father Patrick Ryan. There were fingerprints and hairs at the scene of the crime, which did not belong to Mr Reyos or Father Ryan. Also there is very good evidence, from a police officer and one of Mr Reyos’ friends, to show that he had been two hundred miles away from the crime scene that night. Under the influence of drugs and alcohol he was foolish enough to once confess but soon retracted his confession. Sadly many innocent people do confess to murders they never committed. Mr Reyos is adamant he is innocent and is incredibly confident his name will be cleared. Having spoken to him and having studied the facts I am sure, as are many US politicians and even one of the lawyers involved in the prosecution at Mr Reyos’ appeal, that this is a grave miscarriage of justice. That is why I have been campaigning on Mr Reyos’ behalf, writing to senior politicians in the United States in order to help rectify this injustice.”
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