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Jill Dando was brutally murdered over six years ago. Barry George was arrested for her murder five years ago and convicted after a trial assisted by the media baying for blood. It appeared that as the police failed to apprehend the assassin then somebody had to pay. Justice had to be seen to be done. Reputations were at stake.

Though Barry had previous convictions, long spent, he had no record of ever attacking anyone using a weapon. The reality is that he is a man with mental health issues who wandered around London striking up conversations with anyone who cared to listen. He changed his name from time to time which was a cause of some amusement to those of us who were close to him. He had worked briefly for the BBC. He liked pop stars and photography, and admired the exploits of the SAS in the Falklands. Childish stuff, we thought, but all of which helped to convict him. He has an exaggerated belief in his own intelligence which makes him very opinionated. This belief in his own judgement actually worked against him at his trial and appeal, when he refused to avail of England’s best defence solicitor.

Unfortunately he has not learned from that.

But of Barry did not kill Jill then who did? For years the hapless Colin Stagg was wrongly branded as the killer who got away with it, while the real killer was safely locked up in hospital. There are many alternative theories surrounding the Dando murder, the latest being the unfounded allegations surrounding Jeffrey Archer.

The fact that the killer closed Jill’s gate as he left makes us inclined to think that he was familiar with her house, but that opens up many possibilities.

It is unlikely at this stage if we will ever know the real truth.
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