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It is now five years since Barry George was arrested, and many doubts remain as to the safety of his conviction.

The assassination of BBC TV presenter Jill Dando has similarities to other killings.

One example was Karen Reed who like Jill was shot on her doorstep in 1994, in a case of mistaken identification. Karen was shot by mistake, the intended target being her sister. Another was BBC TV presenter Ross McWhirter who was shot on his doorstep in 1975.

Is it possible that like Karen Reed, Jill’s assassination was as a result of mistaken identification? There was early speculation that the target could have been the wife of a key witness as she was also blonde, lived in Gowan Avenue, and drove a car similar to Jill’s. That theory was discounted, as there was a difference of some inches in the women’s height.

In more recent times we read that there were allegations made to the police that the intended target was Jeffrey Archer’s secretary, who also lived in Gowan Avenue, was blonde and drove a car similar to Jill’s.

The Archer allegations were not revealed to either the Archer defence or Barry George’s.

Since the court case it has been reported that an ex army officer was invited to visit Jill’s Gowan Avenue house on the very day of her assassination.

This raises concern because there was no mention of the Archer allegations or the ex officer’s proposed visit during the trial of Barry George. Why not? Did the Crown fear that the outcome of the trial could have been affected if the jury were aware of the full picture in what was described as one of the most finely balanced trials ever heard in the Old Bailey?

It would seem that there was a cover-up to secure the conviction of Barry George.
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