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Twenty-third anniversary of the beginning of a miscarriage of justice (18 November 2005)

On the evening of 21 December 1981 Father Patrick Ryan, an Irish Catholic priest, checked into the Sand and Sage Motel in Odessa, Texas, USA. The following day Father Ryan’s body was found. His hands had been tied behind his back and he had been bludgeoned to death. He was murdered between 20:00 and midnight.
  
On 18 November 1982 James Harry Reyos, a Native American, was arrested after making a drunken telephone confession to the police. Upon being arrested he retracted his confession and has consistently maintained his innocence ever since.
On 10 June 1983 James was convicted of the crime and sentenced to thirty-eight years imprisonment. He has since been released on parole but is fighting to clear his name. At present he is forced to spend weekends and public holidays locked in his home and his movements are restricted due to parole laws. 

 
There was no, and is no, evidence of guilt:

· Hairs and fingerprints from the scene did not belong to James Harry Reyos according to FBI reports. There was no forensic evidence linking James to the crime,

· No witnesses placed James in or around the Sand and Sage Motel.

· James was unquestionably 200 miles from the scene of the crime at 20:00 and quarter past midnight on the night of the murder.

· James voluntarily underwent a polygraph test. A report written by Detective Jerry Smith, the primary Odessa Police Department investigator, stated that: ‘At about 5:30 p.m., Det. Casey completed Reyos polygraph. Det. Casey advised that he felt Reyos was truthful and was not involved in the homicide.’
· The only evidence was the retracted confession, made during a troubled period of James’ life whilst he was drunk and under the influence of drugs.
One year after the murder, when James was on remand, a man entered a church in Boise, Idaho. He wanted to take confession but committed suicide whilst waiting. He had a note signed with a false name. The man is suspected of killing a priest in Arizona, USA. Father Benjamin Carrier was found face down, with his hands bound behind his back. Was Father Carrier a victim of Father Ryan’s killer? Father Carrier had only been killed in November 1982, when James Harry Reyos was in prison having been charged with murder.
James is hoping the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles will recommend Governor Perry grants him a Full Pardon on the grounds of INNOCENCE.

“I believe that I am reaching a point where justice will finally prevail, after nearly twenty-three years. … While I am being punished for this brutal crime, the real killer is still free. When is this injustice going to end? I continue to fight this injustice because I know in my heart I am truly innocent. I did not kill Father Patrick Ryan!” (James Harry Reyos)

“Having carried out extensive research off all of the issues involved in this case I have no doubt that James Harry Reyos is totally innocent of the murder of Father Ryan. There is no way he could have carried out this crime when he was two hundred miles away from the crime scene that night. He was not seen near the Sand and Sage motel and there was not even the smallest of pieces of physical evidence linking him to the scene of the crime or the crime itself. I look forward to justice prevailing.” (S. C. Lomax – www.sclomax.co.uk) 

For more information please visit: www.jamesharryreyos.g3z.com
sclomax@sclomax.co.uk 

Notes to Editors:

S. C. Lomax (Scott Lomax) campaigns for a small number of those he believes to be wrongly convicted of various crimes, including Barry George jailed for life for the murder of Jill Dando. His advice is sought by individuals and campaigns in both Britain and the USA.

Lomax successfully campaigned for James Power, wrongly convicted of conspiring to commit armed robbery, and his co-accused Graham Huckerby. He ran the Justice For James Power campaign group. Power and Huckerby had their convictions quashed in December 2004.

Lomax was approached by James Harry Reyos after Reyos’ release from prison, on parole, in 2004. In a message posted by Reyos on Lomax’s website, Reyos wrote: ‘For anyone who has read about Scott C. Lomax ought to be truly happy that he has taken a great interest in the criminal justice system, writing on the flaws of it, exposing the injustices that happen, exposing the cases of miscarriages of justice. Thank you, Scott, for your interest and assistance in my own wrongful conviction case in the United States of America. Yes, wrongful convictions are worldwide -- something that I only thought happened in my country, the U.S. No system of justice is "perfect," however, when a mistake happens, immediate action should be taken to correct that mistake, instead of letting the mistake (wrongful conviction) go on and on and on. I truly respect Scott C. Lomax for having the grit to delve into cases of injustices, and to expose them.

Lomax is a crime writer and author of “Who Killed Jill Dando?”’
